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STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 

August 30, 2021 

 

The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Monday, August 30, 2021, was called to order 

at  3:02 PM by Anita Dodd in the Activities Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., Government Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Sue Henderson, Richard Chichester, Jane Conner, and Anita Dodd 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Ryan Lovell and James Tully 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Kathy Baker, Vicki Sowers 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Cultural Resources Inventory  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she visited all the sites on the cultural inventory. She stated the resources being currently 

used by the County were already being well taken care of, so they could be taken off the inventory. She 

stated there were some categories that could be removed from the form and some that could be added and 

she would be happy to take care of that. She stated there were many cases of vegetation growing on 

structures and buildings and thought that the Parks and Recreation Department could easily fix that. She 

stated that grants could help tremendously with a lot of the issues she saw at the sites.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated this process started with two purposes, to identify the issues to be resolved with 

Stafford’s cultural resources and to make a case as to why Stafford so badly needs a Preservation Planner. 

She suggested gathering a group of volunteers to maintain these resources.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she felt photographs of the sites made a much greater impact than just speaking about the 

site. She asked what the best time was for the Commission to present their case for the need of a Preservation 

Planner.  

 

Ms. Baker suggested they start with the Planning, Parks and Rec, and Economic Development departments. 

She stated if those departments put the Preservation Planner position in their proposed budgets that would 

help the cause. She stated there would also be a budget committee and the Board will have budget work 

sessions. 

 

Ms. Sue stated they already had Mike Morris on record in support of the position.  

 

Ms. Baker explained the Stafford County’s budget process.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated that the VDHR could possibly help the Commission make a stronger case for the position. 

 

The Commission discussed putting the photos of the sites and the inventory sheets together into a 

presentation.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked if Counting House was still owned by Rock River Builders. 
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Ms. Baker stated that it was.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated they were not taking adequate care of the building.  

 

Ms. Baker stated he has until March of 2023 to fix the building.  

 

Ms. Dodd suggested they ask him for a written report on what he’s been doing.  

 

Ms. Henderson volunteered to digitize the inventory sheets into an Excel sheet.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated they needed to add the two cemeteries at Curtis Park to the resource inventory. She stated 

she couldn’t find the cemeteries when she visited and didn’t know what their condition was.  

 

Ms. Henderson asked if it was going to be easy to prioritize.  

 

Ms. Dodd replied that it would be. She stated she would categorize both the Magistrate’s office and Counting 

House as the number one priority. She stated that the Grizzle building comes right after those two. She stated 

the history of the Grizzle building and stated that it was being grossly neglected.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated they would have to have a detailed discussion regarding the priority of each item once 

they have all the details in front of them.  

 

Ms. Conner stated that Mr. Snellings asked her to give a PowerPoint presentation on the history of Stafford 

to the Board of Supervisors in February.  

 

Ms. Baker stated February would be a good time for the Commission to do their presentation.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business to discuss, Ms. Dodd adjourned the meeting at 3:54 p.m.  


